Water for the XXI Century:
\ision for Action

TheVision for a Sustainable
Environment




Current Situation

> Poverty Is the main cause of environmental degramaabw
Income and weak investment profile of the Souttfdrita
region. The degradation of the environment is alsause of
poverty. Hence cause and effect feed into eachr eteating

a vicious cycle.

There Is scant recognition of the environment Eggimate
water consumer. The deflection of small'and bignsvand
the construction of dams upstream led to changd®eto
natural river flows. The downstream impacts aresgaihy
not taking Into account.




Current Situation

> There are several factors that contribute to thver@mmental
degradation, namely uneven population distribution,
Inappropriate agriculture and animal farming mesjod
deforestation, oveexploitation of resources, leading to
Increased poverty and weak health and sanitaryiconsl

> The Southern Africa region has a highly diversesgstem,
and Important centers ofiendemism. There Is a langeber of
endemic species In risk of extinction due to envmental
degradation.




Current Situation

> The lakes, rivers and wetlands ofi Southern Afriaaeh
various endemic species of fish, constituting apartant
source of protein, specially for the local commiasit

> These ecosystems are of vital Importance as theg ss
habitat and spawning local for various speciesigiatory
birds, recruitment local of young specimens of astl prawn.
Wetlands are also vital as bielogical filter andrbgiucing the
effects ofi natural disasters such as droughtslandd.




Current Situation

> Another cause for the degradation of the envirorirasz bad
practices in the management of waste, such as\argag
dangerous substances which contaminate the supeaino
underground water flows.

> The lack of monitoring and supervision of envirommae
pollution, the non enforcement of existing reguatand the
low amount ofi the fines are frequent.




EXxisting Potential

> The sustainable management ofi resources based@n ag
sylviculture local and traditional knowledge and appropriate
awareness on environmental issues can contribEeite the
causes of poverty.

> The combination of moenitering and effective implension
ofi national regulatory structures can result iredactive
pollution control.




EXxisting Potential

> The implementation of international and regionakagients
such as the SADC Protocol on System Flows of Common
Rivers andSADC s environment and development policy and
strategy can help achieve the objective of azgnrated
regional structure for the sustainable use of tharenment.




\ision

The people ofi Africa call for a desirable future,
In which the environment of the region Is
preserved, despite all the competing uses of
water and recognizing the existing problems

within the natural ecosystenss that the
environment can be sustainably improved, used
and managed within the spirit of social and
envirenmental justice:




Implications

> Great efforts, finance and political will be neededrder to
mitigate and restore as much as possible the damage
ecosystems, taking into account the increasing etitmgm, for
water resources from the various Sectors.




Proposed Actions

Protect the Biodiversity and Optimize the M ultiple Use
of Water:

Establish protocols for the management of damsjrers
at the same time the invelvement of all' stakehalder

Establish sustainable financing mechanisms for the
management of the dams;




Proposed Actions

Establish mechanisms that allow for awareness and
capacity building of stakeholders, mainly woman and
underprivileged groups;

Ensure sufficient water to maintain the integritythae
ecosystem, Including marine and costal (Estuaries);

Account for total environmental and social costalln
the processes for policy formulating and planning;

Adopt and implement pollutien contrel mechanisms,
suchi as the principle eiPolluter Payeér.




Proposed Actions

Train Local Communitiesin the M anagement
of the Environment :

Speed up the capacity building process;
Develop and use local knowledge;

Develop and teach appropriate, adaptable and
viable technologies to ensure the continuity of the
Process;

Decentralize the administration and decision
making to the lower levels, including local
administration, helping the capacity building
ProOCEeSS.




Proposed Actions

Ensurethat all Water Resources Devel opment
Scenarios Reflect the Constrains Resulting
from Natural Systemsin Maintaining the
Integrity of the Resource Base :

Determine the environmental constrains to deve&ypm
throughi the institutionalization and Implementatasithe
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA);

Demand a compulsive Environmental Impact Assessmen
(EIA) for individual development projects;

Locate development projects according to the El& an
Implement the environmental management plans regult
from the EIA;




Proposed Actions

Improve the Integrated Environmental ManagemenijlE
IN order to create awareness amongst the decisasmm)
bodies responsible for policies related to envirental
ISSUES;

Promulgate, promote and enforce present legislationder
to ensure, as far as possible, that the regulastdms are
operated according to the natural flow variaticars]

Harmonize regional drink and see water quality Ghans.




Actions Proposed by the Working
Group

The ecological flows are integral part of the poois on
dam management and any other activity related temwa
resources exploration;

According to |.6 (Adopt and |mplement pollution ¢am
mechanisms, such as the principle“&olluter Payéer) fines
have to be established according to the damagestddhe

environment and incentives for good behavior haveet
created and efforts to protect and/or maintain the
environment recognized;

Incorporate environmental education in school cula
from the primary level on;




Ensure informed public participation in all the mieng
and decision making processes concerning
development projects;

Effective monitoring and supervision of quality and
guantity of water resources;

Promote scientific research related to iIssues agieo
the field in coordination with high education and

research Institutions and local initiatives.




Thank You Very Much for Your

Attention!




